Joseph Smith and the Biblical Council of Gods.

By David Bokovoy

2010 FAIR Conference

In a conference such as this that is dedicatedefiending Mormonism, this subject is quite dear
to my heart. I've had an opportunity to publishibboth in academic LDS venues and in just
scholarly journals on biblical studies. So it'gapic that's dear to my heart. In fact as an
Institute Instructor in Boston, | was somewhat méas it didn’t matter, whatever course you
took from Brother Bokovoy, it was always: the Digi€ouncil.

Book of Mormon: the Divine Council, Isaiah: The ig Council, Marriage and Family Prep:
the Divine Council, in fact | was talking, and wegkt to this soon, | promise. But yesterday |
was talking to my doctor, and | was telling my bgaund, he said “That's really interesting,
what do you with that? “ Oh, well | do a lot workith the Divine Council, and he looked, |
could see a shocked look on his face, and heas‘fikrsonally?”. “ No, no, no not so much, it's
a textual thing”, so | do a lot of work with this,is dear to my heart, and we’ll begin. Really
though, concerning Mormonism this concept of a iplitity of gods is no doubt, one of those
unique tenants that represents an interestingestg®l for a lot of Christian critics of the Church.

Next to the Book of Mormon itself, | suspect it'sopably the most controversial thing about

Mormonism for Christian critics of Mormonism. Theophet Joseph Smith, of course, produces
that inspired Book of Abraham that really rocked tbundation of the Christian world at the

time. When through this translation he revises €&y chapter one, the priestly version of
Creation and introduces his concept of gods orgagnihe world.

Then at the end of the course of his life and rnipidie begins to teach much about this subject.
From the King Follett Sermon we have this famousteu‘in the beginning the head of the gods
called a council of the gods. They came together@ncocted a plan to create the world and
people it”. And then, Joseph states, | love thi$vhen we begin to learn this way, that God
exists in this council structure with other divineings, that he calls gods. We begin to learn the
only true God, and what kind of a being we havetgoworship”. So this is not a superficial
topic, in fact it's quite significant in terms dfd of the restoration. Well, Joseph Smith, from th
words of Joseph Smith, page 84 “it has been aidedaught by this Church that we were in the
grand council amongst the gods, in the plural, whie® organization of this world was
contemplated. And that the laws of government vetkenade and sanctioned by all present.
And that all the ordinances and ceremonies wereeddaupon. Fascinating concept, and | don’t
have a slide for this, but of course it's in Jos&phith’s revelation in Section 121.



There’s this interesting concept about the restmmahat all of the light and truth and knowledge
is going to come forward during our time periodls the day we learn in Verse 27 that our fore-
fathers have waited with anxious expectation todvealed in the last days, so when their minds
were appointed to by angels and so forth. Anddt®me when nothing will be withheld, the
revelation states in Verse 28, whether there wilbhe of God, or many gods.

They show many gods, in the plural, that they sthdxd made manifest to the saints. And then
in Verse 32, this whole time, this organizationstprocess of restoration, is according to that
which was ordained, states the revelation, in tigstrof the council of the Eternal God of all
other gods, in the plural. So an exciting restoratoncept that again presents some challenges
in terms of acceptance of Mormonism and the restorafrom a traditional Christian
perspective.

Well, just a few other concepts on this Councilioofrom the prophet Joseph. Joseph’s poetic
revision of D&C section 76 adds a lot of insights;luding the concept that the council was
held in Kolob, that great star nearest the planetre God resides, according to the Book of
Abraham.  Okay, Franklin D. Richards, “the orderd aordinances of the kingdom were
instituted by the Priesthood in the Council of Herabefore the world was” quoting the prophet
Joseph Smith in one of his sermons at the endsahimistry.

Well, now we have the foundation doctrinally. Diésphe fact that when Joseph introduces his
concept of the plurality of gods to the saintst thaocks the theological testimonies and beliefs
of many of the Later-day Saints of the time periadd of course those outside of the church,
and continues to be a source of controversy. Defps fact, what about today, what do biblical
scholars know about biblical theology?

How connected might this be, to what Joseph intted through the restoration. Well, certainly
there are differences, and those differences ariirex to point out as well. We would expect
differences to exist. But, there are some remadeksimilarities, between what Joseph introduces
theologically through the restoration and what ibddlscholars now know to be true, regarding
the Hebrew bible, an ancient Near Eastern tradition

Well, William Dever, the worlds most renowned Anwam biblical archaeologist, in a very
exciting book entitled “ Did God have a Wife” gasas this kind of summary of where we are at
from an academic perspective. “A generation agomihgas graduate student, biblical scholars
were nearly unanimous in thinking that monotheitime, belief in a single God, of course, had
been predominant in ancient Israelite religion fribra beginning. Abraham and Moses and so
forth, alright “not just as an ideal” states Devélyt as the reality”.

Today all that has changed, virtually all mainstnescholars and even a few conservatives he
knows, and | have to go so far as to state thatyrexperience, one would be hard pressed to
find a contemporary biblical scholar who does mabgnize this point at least at some level. All



that has changed. Virtually all the scholars agkedge that true monotheism emerged only in
the period of the exile in Babylon in th8 6entury BC.

As the canon of the Hebrew Bible was taking shdpe, canon, not the books themselves,
because the books  themselves clearly point to dbigept of a multiplicity of gods who
governed the affairs of the universe. “| have ssfegd” states Dever, “along with most scholars,
that the emergence of monotheism of exclusive Y &iswe was largely a response to the tragic
experience of the exile”.

Now isn’t that exciting! So things have changedsiderably. Okay, when this book came out
in 1994, | was excited, ran out grabbed it as damuld from the Brandeis library when | was a
graduate student, and couldn’t sleep that nightwds just too wonderful. Lowell Handy’s

“Among the Host of Heaven”, of course a non-LDSdadah really give us this great quote, in
terms of the council, we will see lots of allusiaiesthis council of divine beings of gods all

throughout the Bible.

But sometimes they are obscured by expressionsittmspecialists don’t recognize as allusions
to the Council. So Handy makes the statementBib& calls the assembled beings, the host of
heaven”, right, or the “heavenly host”, but itwsdely understood that these were the gods, in
the plural, who made up the “heavenly host” in Judad Israel. Okay, so this concept of a
multiplicity of gods existing in an assembly stuuret, a Council structure, that is fundamental to
Mormonism, is also today central to the conceptbafeaucracy from an Old Testament

perspective and in terms of the ancient Near East.

This is recognized by virtually all biblical schadatoday. Now one of those whose work |
connect with on many levels, is a biblical schddgithe name of Mark Smith. Mark Smith does
a lot of work with the Ugaritic tablets of ancigb&naan in the Northwest Semitic Canaanic form
alphabetic script, and the discovery of these Qatmadocuments to revolutionize the
understanding of the Old Testament. Okay, it istaf comparison between the tradition, and
what we see in the Old Testament. Great quote fnsrmbook “The Early History of God,
Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient Israeltlyean Yahweh who of course is Jehovah.
Jehovah or Yahweh is understood early on, he statésraelite tradition, as Israel's God in
distinction to EI”. Deuteronomy 32:8 through 9,dests Yahweh in the role of one of the sons of
El, so El ultimately is the Heavenly Father figuvahweh or Jehovah is the Son.

This passage presents an order in which each dgmigived his own nation, referring back to
Deuteronomy 32. Israel was the nation that Yahwmekeived as his special inheritance. If you
will take that verse and look at some of the mangtemporary translation of it, you will see that
this really is explicit in the text. There are tqple gods who govern the affairs of the universe.
Yahweh is assigned Israel, and Israel worships &hexclusively, but these gods, including
Yahweh or Jehovah exist in the “"Heavenly Assemlby”“Council structure” in many ways



congruent, with what the prophet introduces throutgpiration and through the restoration...
more fun.

Let me give you another quote in the present fofrthe biblical text the term Elyon which is
“most high”, it's from the root “Allah” “to asceridn Hebrew. Elyon the Most High God, is
understood to be an epithet for Yahweh, the Gddragl. “It is possible” he states however,” as
some have argued” including Mark Smith and othddidal scholars,” that the epithet may
conceal a reference to a separate deity, possibblder god with whom Yahweh, eventually in
Israelite tradition, came to be identified”.

So again reference, to Elyon or El, a high Godimset® exist textually, in early biblical tradition
and eventually through the canonization processs, tbncept is combined, and ultimately
Jehovah assumes all of these positions, certaithinlater Judaism but in the early stages , we
see something very much in harmony with the viefstb® restoration.

Where do we find this? Where can one turn to fichgexts? Well, they're everywhere, Job 15
for example. The question is presented by Elipleazobb amidst all that turmoil when they're
interacting with one other, trying to figure outthature of God, and does Job deserve it. This
Job is quite the complainer, at least in the paation, two different Jobs right? We’'ve got the
Job of prose who never says a word, and theneagdt complaining Job in the poetry section,
fascinating. Anyway , are you the first borntleé human race? Yes. Were you brought forth
before the hills? Now the hills are important oficse, the hills are the primordial “hillock”, it's
what came out of creation, and chaos, in this qanoé ancient Near Eastern creation that
appears in the Old Testament. And then he astkmatkly this question, “have you listened to
the council of God?”.

Well, the implication here brothers and sisterguge interesting. It's that man existed prior to
the creation of the earth and that he had an oppityt at least the primordial man, to participate
in some level in the Council. This is made mentlmn several scholars today, non-LDS
scholars, including Dexter Calendar in the botkdam in Myth and History, An Ancient
Israelite Perspective on the Primal Human”.

A few of the primary Hebrew words associated viith “Heavenly Council of gods”, in the
plural, in the Old Testament includes “sode” whislthe term council, “moed” which means
meeting or assembly, “Adagh” were the congregatt&edushean” which means the “Holy
Ones”, “The Saints”. And that's kind of fun tobecause of course what do we belong to
ultimately “ The Church of Jesus Christ of Lattaydsaints”, and “saints” is the technical term
for the “holy ones” who are members of the “heayedsembly”.

They are the gods who interact with Jehovah in @@incil structure, it's kind of fun. “Saba”,
the host, is another term that we see and of cditiedim”, and one of the exciting ones to
recognize is simply the term “sons of God”. Nowywill see that expression all throughout the



Old Testament and when we see it in our King Janaeslation, it is a reference to the “gods of
the council”.

One of the great council texts from the Old Testainie Psalm 82:1 and | give you the NRSV
translation, “God has taken His place in the divooencil, in the midst of the gods he holds
judgment”, the NRSV. So this is an exciting teattd one of course that Jesus cites when he
defends his divinity in the New Testament. Wellatvhbout the “sons of God”? Two ways to
understand of this, one is this, they are the “soh&od” meaning that they are the literal
offspring of God. And the other possible way tterpret this, is that the term “son” in all
Semitic languages, whether it's” Ben” in Hebrew,afB in Aramaic,” Mar” in Akkadian or
“Wald” in Ethiopic, doesn’t matter which way you .gdn all Semitic languages “son” has the
connotation of referring to members of the growgstcor guild.

So, sons of x means the members of the group quise frequently in contemporary translations
of Ancient Near Eastern documents and in the Olstdareent when we’ll see the expression ,
the “sons of god” simply translated as “the god#ie members of that group. It's important to
recognize. Now this concept has made a lot ofeseficourse. Again, returning back to the
Ugaritic tablets that were discovered, we seedbixept of the “sons of god” as a technical term
not only in the Ugaritic tablets, but in Northwe&mitic tradition as a whole, referring to the
“gods of the council”.

Well, we also see references to the stars, nowotlgsis cool. Because if you think about it in
terms of a restoration perspective, right, we haveebook of Abraham which transitions out this
great council story. Where the council is orgadiaed God stands on it, the great and noble
ones, and passed his judgment on him in a stargbegion, which is a very significant motif
from a biblical perspective that we won’t get itive@ details of.

But, none the less, here’s this council story imakiam, and then followed by the “council of the
gods” organizing the world. But what sets thatigghat it's all about astronomy in the previous
chapter, in which everyone gets all excited abbuigs okay, what does this mean, and does this
really reflect the universe. You know, | don’tdm if it does or doesn’t. | don’t know, | don’t
care, | made the mistake of taking an astronomgscés an under- graduate, alright. Because |
am a humanities guy. So | had to take a scieredieé, and I'm like, okay, astronomy, that’s
good. You're just going to sit back in the planetar and look at constellations, and
constellations connect with ancient mythology assignts, and so I'm in. And then, the first
day of the class, the teachers like, equationsyanchave to memorize these, and like, this is the
most miserable thing | have ever experienced. | 8m not into astronomy, those chapters don’t
speak to me from an astronomy perspective. But tleespeak to me in terms of typology,
deeply. Because of the way that it is able to cohnéth star imagery and council imagery and
then creation, and gods is so perfectly consist&htNear Eastern tradition.



Because “stars” is the one of the technical tetmas we see in not only Canaanite tradition, but
also in the Old Testament as a reference to thex@louSo note for example | have given you
“KTU” which is a technical term for these Ugarit@blets and in these, tablet one, and then 10
and then column one , | should say four, noticepéllelism, you can see on the slide. So you
have “sons of God” as a parallel expression for'stars” of the assembly.

They're synonymous terms in the Northwest Semrtadition, really exciting stuff. Well, take
that perspective next time you jump into the Oldtaement and really have some fun, because as
you do so, you'll come across text like Job 38:7emhthe “sons of God” and the “morning
stars” again in synonymous parallelism, shout &yr @nd have excitement. And you will see
reference to human beings in the book of Danietpbeng the “stars”, becoming the “saints”,
becoming the “holy ones” in the way that’s very irg and consistent with exaltation and
apotheosis from a restoration prospective.

If also interested you can consider then, Abrahanpart of his promises he receives that
assurance, that his offspring will become like thars” in the heaven, not only will they be
numerous but there is something deeper from a Nastern perspective in terms of exaltation,
theres no doubt.

Well, why is it not explicit? Well sometimes it explicit, but it's hidden in translation and
sometimes there are just allusions to the Couheil &re non- specified, why does that occur
and unfortunately, that's part of the confusionttimaany readers face in terms of their
contemporary analyses. Well, | don’t know for shut in 2008 | had the opportunity to publish
an article in the Journal of Biblical Literature.put forward this proposal that in reality these
non-specified allusions to the Council that we isespecific text. And | am going to give you an
example okay, perhaps our reflection of Exodus 23wlhere there is in what is known as the
convent code or collection from the book of Exodukegal mandate not to mention or to state or
to specify if you will, the names of the gods. Ahdery well could tie in this tradition to this
legal tradition in ancient Israel. Because whatdeesee, are references to a divine plurality in
the Old Testament that contemporary scholars kelfev the most part, refers to a council
allusion, for example the famous one, right.

We start from the beginning, in Genesis. Genesapteln 1: 26, 27 it says, “God said, let us
make” okay, first person plural, cohortative sturetokay, from this root in Hebrew “a thought
to make”, “let us make”, in the plural, “man in oanage” with the pronominal plural suffix in
Hebrew, “after our likeness” again in the pluradywnthat’s interesting, and some people aren’t
aware of this. But the Septuagint which is thdye@reek translation of the Old Testament,
contains an interesting allusion both the Septuamml Vulgate, the Latin translation, present
Yahweh or Jehovah speaking through the masculumalgh Verse 18 chapter 2 “let us make for
him a helpmeet”.



How would you know that? Of course in our Masorigxt, that the King James draws upon,
it's singular. And it’s all, God will make a helpgtting for man, but in some other traditions we
see this and it's perhaps an allusion, it's pertsgzondary, but anyway it's interesting. But of
course through Genesis 3:5 and what the serpelesdia Adam and Eve, for God, Elohim in
Hebrew, doth know that in the day ye eat thergoinfthe fruit of course, then your eyes shall
be open and you shall be as a Elohim.

Isn’t that interesting? If we think that throughpBim knows that when you eat from this fruit
you will know, like Elohim “the gods” Elohim, in ghplural. Now what so interesting about that,
and | don’t have time to explain to you in detéih) just going to give you hint on this, because
it's so cool, is “to know” of course “in a biblicglense” refers to sexuality. The story, at least
portrayed of “the fall” in Eden is not “a fall” ail, alright, it's really an ascension, and becagnin
more like the gods, in terms of knowing.

And that knowledge “Yadah” in Hebrew is specifigaflexual in Genesis and throughout. It's
really quite fascinating and of course in the Genesrsion of the story of Eden, unlike some of
the other contemporary LDS versions that we have, i& not called Eve until after she eats of
the fruit. In the biblical version she only wasledl Eve until after she ate the fruit and that's
very important because she cannot become the “moftredl living” until after she has partaken
of the fruit, which will help her to know like thgods know. Implying that the gods in the
council are sexual beings, which is what they areughout the ancient Near Eastern tradition
which my dissertation explores.

But anyway, so yeah another time, another Fair &ente, The Sexuality of God in the Old
Testament, we will do that one. Genesis chap®2 3The Lord God said “behold the man is
become like one of us to know good and evil”. B® $erpent really in this sense told the truth
and man became, through consuming the fruit, lleegods of the council in knowing. And he
says he is become like one of us, speaking to spedified group of gods.

Again perhaps these terms of non specification @éap@s a result of ancient Israelite tradition
that we see in the covenant codes and elsewhesaediz 11 verse 7 remember go to “let us go
down” again first person plural of the verb “Yahtdtb defend” or “to go down” in Hebrew.
And there confound and it's literally let us confoutheir language, the people, that they may
that understand. So key here are what biblicablach refer to as “council allusions to the divine
beings who are governing the first the universe”.

Okay, well, alright more fun. Let's consider thtsen, as Frank Moore Cross observed the
address to the divine council from the Hebrew Bitjeeither Yahweh, himself, or his herald,
normally appears introduced by a serious of maseydlural imperatives. What does that mean?
Okay, masculine plural imperative, so when a imgpezas a command form, right run, go, do,
talk, speak. So often times in ancient Near Eadtadition Frank Moore Cross former Harvard
biblical scholar introduces this concept.



He said look, it's very clear we survey not onle tBible but the ancient Near East, quite
frequently masculine plural imperative, second @ersommand forms in the plural are an
allusion to the divine council. God speaking toncoand them, to do something. So as an early
historical example of this literally pattern, Crad®w attention to the invocation of the council,
deities, in Judges 5:23 to curse the inhabitant¥efoz bitterly curse it's inhabitants. Notice
there is no specified audience.

If you do it, but who is going to do it? Those wa@ responsible for controlling the affairs of
the universe, the council, but it came to nauglet smforth. More recently the unique purpose
of this literary form function as a direct allusito the council has received attention from Mark
Smith again, who states that text such as Gen&&28 and so forth utilize “the traditional
language of the divine council as manifest, fornepke in the use of the first common plural for
divine speech.

Well divine plurality in creation, we’ll see allusis to this very similar literary technique in the
Bible and other ancient Near Eastern text, whiavigle evidences that scholars are on the right
track in terms of this interpretation.

We run out of time quickly, but let me give youghone, this is really cool, Genesis 2-3 and
again taking you back to Psalm 82 remember thatiegdext God stands in the divine council
He judges among the gods. Well Psalm 82 is claaflyenced by the Eden tradition that we
have just discussed, appearing only 22 times inHbbrew Bible. Use of the compound
grammatical form “Aghad” which is “one of” as constt meaning “one of” following the
propositional “bate” in Hebrew, meaning “like” ors arepresents the fairly uncommon
propositional construct.

Significantly one of the other occasions that aspge employs this unique grammatical form
includes Psalm 82, how cool is that. Alright, e lhiblical text which present Yahweh invoking
the God’s of the council in the process of the judgt, which thematically shares much in
common with Jays narrative. So Psalm 82 versBut.he shall die like men, like Adam literally
and fall like one of the princes Psalm 82:7, sotwWtagpens in other words what we see here — is
that in Eden, Adam, or man, becomes like one ofBluhim like one of the God’s and must
therefore die okay.

And in Psalm 82 the Elohim become like one of tlimms or men and can therefore experience
death, which if you will remember Psalm 82 and d&nclusion is precisely what occurs right,
judgment is passed upon these deities for not rergl@ good and proper judgment in their
various affairs of their stewardship and they di# like men.

So gramatically it is exciting to see how these texis link up. Well what is the council story
or drama? Council story or drama and they are nodnlyem follows a very specific pattern in
terms of the Bible in the ancient Near East. Lqalckly here and | tell you that there are really
are four elements and these will sound familiayaa. So how do you know if you reading a



council story? Well first you are introduced taceuncil of the assembly of divine beings,
whether in Mesopotamia or in Canaan or in the Bénld the pattern is always the same.

The first thing that occurs is a crisis, so thenh@pd of the council call some volunteers who is
going to present a plan, who is going help us, whgoing to solve these various proposals are
considered and finally a savior or a messengeonsnaissioned. Now that happens all over the
place a “Numal Elish”, which in Babylonian meansnéo upon high”, one of the great
Babylonian creation myths, that's one of them. Amdhis great story of creation Myrduch,
there’s a crisis “Piomat” a monsterous goddess svdot consume the minor gods of the
assembly.

There is a crisis. High God calls for volunteenglyfduch” steps forward and says an essence,
here am | send me, | will be the savior of the @dunl will save all of the gods, just send me.
But then the Babylonians take an interesting petspeon this and they say that Myrduch turns
to father the high God and says, but your glory &odor will be mine. And from their
perspective in each of that one that is how Myrdded local God of Babylon becomes the chief
deity of the universe.

It is all over the ancient Near East and it is gol ©kay. It is everywhere the same pattern and
once we recognize this pattern, brothers and sisterwill start to see it in terms of prophetic
call narrative, think Isaiah chapter 6, becausetwhppens in all of the prophetic call narratives,
the councils structure and governs the affairhiéuniverse, as in chapter 6, councils referred to
as “the seraphim”. Isaiah a prophet steps forwardhe council and is ordained to be a
messenger of that council and becomes an officghber of this council.

Prophets in the Old Testament interact with thisnod in a very interesting way, Amos 3:7, the
famous passage that we use as LDS missionariegsimighe field, | don’t know if they still do.
But they used to when we had to memorize discussidBurely the Lord God doeth nothing,
save he revealeth his secret unto his servantprbghets”. But the Hebrew word there is
“Sote”, which means not secret but council, couasgembly. They are ones who stand in the
assembly Jeremiah 23:18, Jeremiah turns and lakieg about the false prophets and he says
you can distinguish a false prophet from a trugpped, because a true prophet has stood in the
council.

And he is called in that council to be a messerager mediator for the council. And it's the
crisis in Israel is in apostasy, judgment is atchand so forth. It makes the Old Testament come
alive. Isaiah chapter 1, all you have to do iststading and Isaiah starts talking and invokes
heaven and earth as witnesses in allusion to theclo Heaven and earth serves in metonymy
which is the technical term from a literally persppee, it's a type of personification, where in
the location refers to the individuals there in.



In other words, a reporter steps forward on thesnamd says the White House said today, the
White House didn't speak. Reporters referring,using the metonym of the assembly. Isaiah
chapter 1, Hear O Heaven , give ear O Earth, thid hath raised up unrighteous children.

And it's a legal case that Isaiah presents allubhochapter 1. It is a divine arraignment and
Isaiah steps forward as prophetic mediator and ¢h# assembly of gods to render judgment
against Israel. It makes it come alive, thergisi<in all of those, this is the same patternellW
what is cool, there is when we turn it to restanatand start to say okay, that's Old Testament
tradition. What do we see in terms of the restonat

Well, texts like this, D&C 107 verse 19 “those wpass through the order of the Melchizedek
priesthood have the privilege of receiving the rasiss of the kingdom of heaven, to have the
heaven’s opened unto them, to commune with thergéassembly, which is simply a technical
term for the assembly or a council. The ChurckhefFirstborn to enjoy the communion of the
presences of God the Father and Jesus the medilatmugh covenant. | throw this verse out
there, just as an example of when we have thesesl¢imat we obtained through a technical
understanding to the Old Testament and Easterititnadhow exciting is it to approach the
scriptures of the restoration. They come alivej aganing, they do. | was studying in D&C
section 76 the other day and | could not beliewedbuncil \ allusions there and how well they
linked with Near Eastern tradition.

And how that tradition makes even a modern texd $kction 76 come alive with meaning very
fun and exciting to be Mormon. In fact if we godeveral interesting allusions to prophets from
our day receiving prophetic commission, even thotlgdy don’t link it with Old Testament
tradition that we now understand more fully throsgholarship than we did at an earlier point in
history. You will still find some interesting quest like this one you know love this one. Heber J
Grant, check this out, | communed with High Heageh'was revealed to me, now I've got to
give it background, Heber J Grant’s traveling tlgio southern Utah and he’s feeling insecure
about his apostolic call.

And so he is praying for help, how he can feeldyetbout this. He has a vision “a council has
held in heaven, exactly as the same as we holdcdeurere”, he says “matters were discussed,
various proposals were made”. And of that thers pr@sented the question of filling the two
vacancies existing in the quorum of the twelve #pss That the conference had adjourned and
those two vacancies remained and ought to be filled

The question was who shall we call? In sendingvalation to fill those vacancies, my father,
Jedidiah M Grant who died, when | was baby, onhenilay old asked God or Heavenly Father
that is son Heber J Grant be called as an apdstdeph Smith the prophet and that's of course
significant right, those who know Church Historyyhose two men are involve with this.

Joined in the request made by my father and thelagon was sent calling me to be an apostle
of the Lord God Jesus Christ, very Old Testamdw iin this tradition and if we search, search



history we will find some interesting allusions this concept of council and prophetic
interaction. Very Old Testament, alright, now I'get to show you this one, okay, we have a
couple of minutes left.

So remember back that few minutes ago | was tellingut Frank Moore Cross and the divine
plural that we see in terms of command forms orerapves. Well, with this background
scholars almost universally have the opinion thééxa like Isaiah 40 gives an allusion to the
divine council. So | am going to open up there bhah going to give this to you really quick.

So Isaiah 40, now this is a pivotal chapter, thithe start of a new section in Isaiah 1 to 39 the
theme is yell at my people because they have gsinayain 40 the theme changes. Comfort ye,
comfort ye my people. Notice the King James trdiia'ye”. It's an archaic English pronoun
“you all”, well who is God talking to? The godsthbie council to comfort Israel in the restoration
and redemption. “Speak” in the plural “speak ye™&uncil” we could insert comfortably
through Jerusalem “cry” or “council” you gods untier, that are — accomplished and so forth.

And then you have this reference to the “voiceiaf that crieth in the wilderness” and so forth
and voice becomes a very significant theme hetkdgoint that well, verse 6 “the voice of the
council says cry”. And then we have to ignore kiveg James here, we have to go to the Dead
Sea Scroll version earliest, Hebraic version of tteixt to make, so it makes sense, because
instead of third person masculine singular “he” phenoun is first person common singular ‘I”.
Because Isaiah as speaking to the council, soviiee” that theme said “cry” and | said “oh,
what shall | cry?” and then the message is giviis. his prophetic hesitancy, that happens in
every prophetic call, in the narrative of Jonalcaidirse carries to the extreme.

Well this is a “council story” and it is interpreteiniversally of scholars as such, check this out.
The way the doctrines and the revelations of tloplpet Joseph Smith tie in to these concepts is
so wicked cool, okay sorry | am just came from Nemgland. D&C 128 verse 19 Oh so what

do we here in the gospel which we have receivedo#cé of gladness”, the voice becomes a
“light port” or a “theme word” in this text, in galdbiblical tradition repeated for emphasis.

A “voice of gladness”, a “voice of mercy” from adwen and a “voice of truth” out of the earth
“glad tidings for the dead” “a voice of gladness fioe living and the dead, glad tidings of great
joy” and then a direct allusion to the latter haflfisaiah that we, is the focus of this councilttex
Isaiah 52:7 “How beautiful upon the mountains the feet of those who bring glad tidings of
good joy” and so forth, remember that Isaiah 4Bedouncil text, a “council” is” the voice, the
voice, the voice”.

Again well what do we hear, “glad tidings from Cualo’. Moroni, one of the members of
course of the heavenly assembly. An angel from éreaeclaring the fulfillment of the prophets,
the book to be revealed, a voice of the Lord inwhieerness, and there in fact declaring the
three witnesses to bear record of the book. “Ttieevof Michael”, notice the voice is always
linked with the members of the assembly in heavéichael on the banks of the Susquehanna



detecting the devil when he appeared as an andighof The voice of Peter, James and John in
the wilderness before Harmony, Susquehanna caamdyColesville, Broome county, on the
Susquehanna River declaring themselves and pasgesise keys of the kingdom, the
dispensation of the fullness of time and againvitiee of God”. Notice the council members,”
voice, voice” and the Isaiah allusion. In the chamof old father Whitmer, in Fayette, Seneca
county, and at sundry times and diverse placesigfirall travel relation to this Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, and the voice of Miehthe archangel, the voice of Gabriel, of
Raphael, of diverse angels we have got the whalaabnow right.

Everybody is participating in the restoration. A#claring their dispensation, their rights, their
key, their honors, their majesty, their glory th@mer of the priesthood, giving line upon line,
precept upon precept, again the Isaiah refereAoe. | have inserted it there, here a little, theare
little, and what is the purpose of the voice in tloeincil and restoration and the bringing back?
Giving us hope, by holding forth that which is tonee, to confirming our hope, giving us
consolation or comfort. That text blows me awag dis one of thousands, of them all over the
place in form or another.

“Comfort ye my people”, voice and was only a fevaggeago, decades ago, that this Isaiah 40
was understood as a council allusion, of comforterms of restoration of Israel and bringing
them back. Okay, if we had a couple of hours | @how all of these, because they're just so
fun, and you guys would never get bored, but | amgto give this to you really quick. Suffice

it to say that in Northwest Semitic tradition anmdthe Bible the location of the council, the
physical setting was of course the high mountgmn to

We see this alluded to not only in Northwest Seitaditions but specifically in the Bible,
okay. So we will see this in various texts, | ant going to, | don’t have time to give them all to
you. But | just want to give you quick allusiontbis then, so then with this understanding that
we have talked about, you find it in texts like &pthi 11:1. Nephi said, pondering in my heart “I
was caught up away in the spirit of the Lord iratbexceeding a high mountain”. If we read our
Book of Mormon, with the lens of the ancient Neasg& being “caught away”, is an allusion
from a biblical prospective to something that hayspm abduction, spiritual abduction that | we
don’t have time to talk about it kind of cool.

But, what we see happening in terms of the Oldatesnt are the divine council members with
their primary job being to serve as witnesses, sup@ and making judgment on individuals
and nations under the direction of the high Gothefuniverse. So for example, in Genesis 22
Gods heavenly “malagh” where angel messenger appeaidenly informing Abraham that he
had successfully passed Gods test with the statefitknnot raise your hand against the boy,
nor do anything to him, for now | know that you féaod. Since you have not withheld your
son, your only favorite son from me”, notice thagel speaks about God and then switches to
first person narrative speaking as if he is God.



This is typical messenger formula, for that firgirtpneed not create confusion because that
expression in Hebrew “Yahdahte He” “now | know thas always used for those who are
evoked as witnesses. So the angel said to Abralnatime mountain top that he has proven to the
angel his worthiness to receive further light andwledge from God. Oh, what so cool then, is
to understand exactly what happens in 1 Nephi enapt, because what does the angel do?
Would you believe the words that your father séids the spirit of Lord sorry. Do you believe
the words? The spirit of the Lord already knowsbbkkeves so why do you ask him? So he can
be a witness in the council setting.

He says “Yea.l believe thou knowest that | beliallevords my father has spoken. And what
does the spirit of the Lord do? Praises God thehasnost high God. And introduces Abraham
to further light and knowledge. This is the sameng in the Book of Mormon, you find the
same thing with Benjamin asking the people at thet & his sermon. Do you guys believe my
words? They sent out a letter and said, yeah wieveeland then he introduces him to the
covenant at the end. Brother of Jared, on the tagurtop setting, to the divine council, to the
Lord same process, it's the same scene, it hapdetise time, that it is so fun okay. And it so
great to be a Latter-day Saint. You will see tlostdne expressed by the prophet Joseph, “I call
God and angels to witness that, | have unsheatheswuard with a firm determination that the
people shall have their legal rights and be pretéftom mob violence or my blood”, he states,”
shall be upon the ground like water invoking God #re council the angels as witnesses”.

And of course Brigham Young's famous statementh@enégndowment “where we must pass by
the angels that stand as witnesses and giving thenmformation to enter in to further light and
knowledge. What's interesting for Nephi then, wad, that we receive no witness until after the
trial of our faith which is precisely what takesa@é in council setting and structure. Ultimately
what the priest would do at the temple in ancienadl asking questions for, to the temple
worshippers such as “or“ who will stand in his hplgce”.

And then if you are tested he give a right answethis temple setting, you are introduced in to
further light and knowledge. Well we could go am hours, | think we are on time right. So |
take a question or two and a kind of try and suafl ip. Thank you.

Alright, oh man, we have two minutes, two minutsght. Five minutes, okay we will see this

alright. Let me sum this up here really quicklydahen we will get to this and | will answer the
guestion. We really could go on for hours and iogkit amazing text of the restoration

unlighted and then, if you get excited about tlyaty can look at | guess some work that | do.
What, just let me tell you I love prophet JosephitByrokay, | have testimony when | was in

academic conference with you | testify to you. Tastoration is true, mingling with Gods he
plans for his brother and sisters.

I love him and | love the restoration. | share ti@stimony in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen



